CHUYEN PHIEM NAM TUAT:
THI Si VA... CHO.

TAm Minh Ne6 Tang Giao

Theo tir dién Merriam-Webster thoi thi si 12 nguoi lam tho, nguoi viét ra
nhitng van di¢u. “One who writes poetry, a maker of verses”. Pinh nghia
nay dugc cac nha tho hoan hi chap nhan ngay.

Nhung theo mdt cuén tir dién khac co tén 1a Longman Dictionary Of
Contemporary English thoi thi s phai la ké lam ra nhitng bai tho (hay hoac
nghiém tac). “A person who writes (good or serious) poems.”

Khong r6 day co that la sy gép g cua hai tu tuong... “lon” khong ma
trong cudn “Pai tir dién tiéng Viét” cua B6 Gido Duc va Pao Tao Trung
Tam Ngon Ngit va Van Hoa Viét Nam (ndm 1999) nguoi ta thay dinh nghia
“thi s’ 1a... “nha tho”. Tra ctu chir “nha tho” thoi dugc giai nghia la:
“nguoi chuyén sang tac tho, c6 tai ning va co tac pham gia tri dugc thira
nhéan”.

Hai dinh nghia sau ndy bi nhiéu nha tho coi 1a... khoi hai va trat 14t hét
chd noéi. O trén cai cdi doi 6 troc nay hiém c6 nha tho nao ma lai cho 1a
minh. .. khong c6 tai ning, tho minh khong hay va tic pham ctia minh khong
c6 gia tri dau. Hau nhu ai cling c6 cam tudng minh 1a... thi ba ca. Hoa ching
tho dé va tac pham tam thuong 1a cia... nguodi khac ma thoi. Con cai khoan
tho nghiém tac thi cang phai xét lai nira. Khong phai luc ndo “ngudi em sau
mong” ciing dugc “thi ba” mang ra 1am dé tai rdi phong em 1én ngdi “hoang
hau” dau! Nhiéu van tho duoc go1 hirng tir mgt con vat thuong bi coi 1a... ha
dang, d6 1a... cha cho.

Vay nhan dip Nam Tuét chuing ta thir doc dam ba van diéu tam goi la...
Tho Cho xem sao!

Tuc truyén rang vao thoi vua Ty Ptrc, mot hom c6 hai vi quan trong triéu
dinh cai 1on nhau. M6i dau con ddu khau 101 qua tiéng lai, (thuong duoc goi
la danh vo miéng) rdi sau chuyén qua giai doan “thuong cang chan, ha cang



tay” tirc la danh da nhau. Su viéc dén tai nha vua, vua cho triéu ca déi bén
vao dé hoi duyén cd. Ca hai vi “tai to mat 16n” déu d6 16i 1an cho nhau va
tau rang lic du da c6 mat mot nhan chimg, d6 1a Cao Ba Quat. Vua lién doi
ong nay vao khai lam ching. Cao B4 Quéat lam s¢ tiu trinh sy viéc nhu sau
dé vua co thém tai liéu... xtr kién:

“Bdt tri Iy ha ?
Luéng twong dau khdu.
Bi viét ccfu,

Thir diéc viét ccfu
Bi thur giai cau
Di twong déu du.
Nguy tai nguy tai,
Than cu than tau.”

Néu toa an c6 mét thong dich vién thoi ban phuc trinh trén duoc dich 1a:

“Chang biét Iy sao?
Hai bén cai nhau.
Bén nay bao cho,
Bén kia ciing cho.
Hai bén déu cho,
Réi ho ddnh nhau.

Nguy thay, nguy thay,
Than so, than chay.”

To s6 tau cua cai ong “nhén chimg” Cao Ba Quat nay chang biét dung sai
ra sao nhung di khién cho moi ngudi nghe dugc lay lam ha he, Vu1 suong
trong bung khi thdy c6 nguoi da thira co dé cong khai “méng xéo” may ldo
tham quan 6 lai 1a “ch6” ngay ¢ trudc mat nha vua ma khong so bi quo phat
vi céi t61 “khi quan”, that 1&. Cai 6ng nhan chimg nay that qua la khéo 1éo
nhung d... to ¥ coi thudng cho roi.

_ Khong nhu ¢ phuong Tay chi cho lai dugce thi si ta dudi hinh thirc nhiing
van tho tuy... moc mac nhung day... nhac tinh:

“The dog is man's best friend
He has a tail on one end
Up in front he has teeth
And four legs underneath”™



(Ogden Nash)
Neéu chuyén ngit sang tiéng Viét, ta ¢c6 mdt bai tho “tir tuyét” nghe cling
co ve... “tuyét voi’:

“Ché la ban thiét ciia con nguoi
O phia dang sau cé cdai dudi
Pang trude, phia trén, rdng thit lam
Duéi thém bon cang chay rong choi.”

(Tam Minh dich)

Nhiéu thi si ca tung chd, ¢ 1& vi cai tinh trung thanh cua cha khuyén.
Nguoi ta ké chuyén réng Mozart, mot thién tai 4&m nhac that hiém co, nhung
ménh lai yéu (1756 — 1791). Vao mot ngay mua dong nim 1791 mot chiéc
xe tang cii k¥ dd lang 18 dua thi hai 6ng ra nghia dia, trong bau khong khi
lanh 180, c6 don, doc nhét chi ¢6 mét con chéd nhéd trung thanh 18o déo theo
sau...

Mot cau chuyén pﬁm thudong, khong dang dé y, hay bi nguoi doi goi la
“chuyén cho chét”. Ay vy ma chuyén ché chét sau day lai dang dé chung ta
suy ngam, d6 13 dam tang mot con ché anh hung: Tai thanh phd Niru Ubc
Hoa Ky, luc lugng canh sat & day di ctr hanh mot dam tang rat trang trong
cho mdt con ché tén Ace. Ace thudc loai chod sin rat tinh khon da hd trg déc
luc cho nganh canh sat truy lung cac tdi pham. Chinh con Ace da tirng clru
mang nhiéu canh sat khoi cac de doa vo cung nguy khon tir cac hung thu.
Trong mot cudc truy lung to1 pham tai Southold (New York) Ace bi hung
thu dung sung ban vao dau. Tang 1 ctia Ace dugc to chuc rat 16n, hang trim
canh sat yén lang tién sau xe tang. Nhiéu vong hoa diéu dugc dat 1én mo.
Khi 1am 1& ha huyét c6 doc diéu van va doi kén trdi khiic nhac bi thuong.
Ace dugc vinh danh 1a con vat anh hung Luc sinh tién Ace da 1ap dugc 50
thanh tich 16n trong viéc kham pha ra ké t61 pham va nho Ace ma canh sat
New York d3 bt dugc mot s 1on ké sat nhan hung han.

Ciing nhan chuyén... ch6 chét, xin moi ban doc thudng thirc may van tho
cua thi hao Lord Byron (1788-1824) ghi trén bia m§ mét chii chd vao ndm
1808. Thi si hét 101 ca tung cac tinh tot cua chu cho cua 6ng. Khi cho qua doi
ong chon cat tir té. Ong con ngo y néu sau nay minh chét s& duoc chon cat
cung chd voi ché (nhung ¥ muén dé vé sau khong dugc thuc hién). Ong
dung mot bia mg rat trang 1€ va d4t tién trén nAm mo cta chu cho. Bia mo
nay gay xuac dong ngudi coi hon cai bia mg cia chinh Byron & trong thanh



duong Hucknall Torkard noi Byron dugc chén cat vé sau nay. May van tho
dé nhu sau:

L3

ear this spot
Are deposited the remains of one
Who possessed Beauty without Vanity
Strength without Indolence
Courage without Ferocity
And all the virtues of Man,
without his vices.
This praise which would be
unmeaning Flattery
If inscribed over human ashes
Is but a just tribute to the Memory of
Boatswain, a Dog”.

(Lord Byron, 1808)

Ngau htng, xin “phéng tac” bai tho nay sang tiéng Viét dé goi 1a “mua
vui cling dugc mdt vai trong canh”:

“Di hai chén cdt tai noi déy
Ting la sinh vét song phdy phdy
C6 thira Sic Pep khéong Kiéu Ngao
C6 bao Sirc Manh chang Chdy Luwoi
C6 dday Can Pam khéng Hung Bao
Co6 muon duc tinh cua con nguoi
Trir ra tdt xau thé nhén théi
Loi khen, 6i sé thanh vo nghia,
Thanh 16i ninh hét rat vé duyén
Néu dé bia mé ngwoi nao doé
Trong céi nhdn gian lam déo dién
Nhung day la loi ghi tang lai
Twong nho Vén Vang, Cho cua toi!”

(Tam Minh dich)

Cé6 nguoi noéi: “Les chiens des Seigneurs sont aussi des Seigneurs” (cho
clia cac bac vua chua thi cling 1a vua chaa). P6i véi dai thi hao Lord Byron
chung ta khong thé dua cot rang: “Cho cta nha tho 16n... ciing 1a mot nha
tho 16n”. Nhung chic chin mot diéu 1 ai cling déu khen cho c6 nhiéu tinh



t6t, ma cai tinh dang khen nhat 13 1ong trung thanh. Ay vay ma khi thiy mot
ké xau, phan phuc, nham hiém, cac Cu ta thuong mang mo 1a “do 1ong lang
da tha”. Nghi that oan cho loai thu néi chung va may chu ché noi riéng! Cho
nao da tiém nhiém phai cai tinh Lira thay, phan ban, d6i khi phan ca dong bao
cung t0 qudc nhu cai tinh cia mot s6... Nguoi!.

Cudc doi cua Vén Vang, chu ché cung cua thi hao Lord Byron, qua that
l1a dep. Khong 1o vi sao khi noé1 té1 mot cude séng khd so nguoi ta lai dam
dung chir “dog's life” ttc 1a “kho nhu chd”. Chung ta hdy nghe mot doan tho
ctia Nguyén V¥ trong bai “Guri Truong Tiru”:

“Thoi thé bdy gio van thdy kho.
Nha vin An nam khé nhuw cho!
Mbi lan cam bit néi van chuwong,
Nhin dan cho doi gam tro xuwong,
Va nhin chung minh hi huc viét,
Sudt mdy ndam gioi kiét van kiét
Ma thwong cho toi thwong cho anh,
Dad rung bao nhiéu mo toc xanh!”

Nguoi ta ké chuyén rang nha tho Nguyén V¥ trong thoi gian 1am béo
Tiéng Déan, La Patrie Annamite, Ha Noi Bdo, Le Cygne, Bach Nga v.v... da
muon nhimg trang bao dé chong lai thyc dan nén nim 1930 dng bi 6 thang
t0 tai nguc Tra Khé (Pha Yén). Thuong cho thdn minh, cho ca dong bao
trong ach no 1€ bi thuc dan coi ré hon ché, 6ng da viét tai nguc tu bai tho
“Trang, cho va tu do™.

“Truoc san tu co con cho L'amie

Trang voi cho ty do ngoai san nguc...
Téi bi giam sau bon birc twong cao
Oi tir do minh quy biét nhwong bao...”

C6 1& chang phai riéng tai Viét Nam nguoi dan chiu canh bi khinh r¢ ma
hau hét cac nudc nhuge tiéu ké luon ca Trung Hoa khi bi cac nude Au Chau
xam chiém cling bi lam nhuc tuwong tu nhu thé. Bon thuc dan Anh khi d6 ho
nguoi dan Tau ¢ Tan Gia Ba, Huong Cang va t6 giéi Thuong Hai, d3 xac
xuoc treo nhitng bang cdm noi céng cong nhu vudn hoa nhu sau: “Cim
nguoi Trung Hoa va Cho”. Thai do bi 6i trén da duoc nguoi Nhat dap lai khi
Nhat dudi bon da trang Anh, Phap, Nga v.v... ra khoi Chau A. Cac bang trén



cong vién, trén vuon hoa c6 mdt dong ghi chu la: “Bat cam Anh nhan cép
cau lai...”

“Céng vién tir gio' thay doi lai
Khong cam nguoi Anh voi Cho vao...”

ba tir 1au doi cho ludn Iudn dugc coi 1a ban than thiét nhat ctia con nguoi.
Tinh tot nhat cta ché 1a 10ng trung thanh. Nha vian Mark Twain da ting ha
but viét: “Néu ban lugm mot cha cho doi vé nha nuoi nang no tir té, né se
chang bao gid can ban. Pay 1a su khac biét chinh yéu giira chd va nguoi”.
Sau d6 Mark Twain lai viét thém 1a: “Khi ché ma quay lung bo chu nha di
thi cling toi lac ba vo nén cudn géi trd vé nha véi ma 1 vira” (when a man's
dog turns against him, it is time for a wife to pack her trunk and go home to
mamma).

Ta hay nghe mot thi si khac ca ngoi long trung thanh cua ché trong bai
tho “Old dog Tray”:

“Old dog Tray's ever faithful;
Grief can not drive him away;
He is gentle, he is kind
1 shall never, never find
A better friend than old dog Tray!”

(Stephen C. Foster)

S

Chuyén ngir sang tiéng Viét ta c6 bai tho “Cho Vén gia”:

“Cho Ven gia mdi trung thanh,
Dii dau buén ciing khéng danh bé di;
Dé thwong, tur 1é ké chi
Trén doi ta chang dé gi kiém ra
Ban ndo hon néi Vén gial”

(Tam Minh dich)

Trong mot dién vin doc tai Thuong Vién Hoa Ky nim 1884 George G.
Vest d3 noi: “Sinh vat tuyét d6i khong ich ky ma con ngudi co thé co duogc
trong cai thé gidi day diy ich ky ndy, sinh vat khong bao gio bo roi ta,
khong bao gio to ra vo on hay phan tric ta d6 1a ché... Ché van hon ban tay



ta di ban tay d6 khong dua cho no6 chit thirc an gi... Khi tat ca ban bé khac
xa lanh ta thi cho van ¢ lai cung ta...”

Miy cai ong & cai Thuong Vién xtt Hoa Ky nay c6 18 1a chua c6 dip
nghién ctru vé€ van chuong xtr Viét Nam ta r6i. Ca dao, tuc ngir cua ta tur xa
lac xa lo da chdng ting ghi nhan “phat minh” d6 hay sao:

“Con chﬁng ché cha me kho,
Cho chang ché chu ngheo.”

Nudce Viét Nam ta ciing ¢6 1am chuyén... “chd chét”. Chang phai chi
riéng dai thi hao Byron madi lam bia ky niém ché ma tai nude Viét ta trudce
day ciling c6 nguodi lam nhu thé, d6 1a Cu Phan Sao Nam. Qua that tu
tudng... 16n lai c6 dip gap nhau!

Tuc truyén rang Cu Phan Sao Nam timg bi thuc dan Phap va triéu dinh
Hué giam long & nui Ngu song Huong va bao vay bi mat xung quanh Cu
bang mot hang rao nhitng tay sai mat tham. Tuy thé bao luc cua chung chi
giam dugc cai than xac cua Cu chur dau giam dugc cai tinh than Cu.

Cu sdng nhimg ngay con lai hiu quanh bén hai con ché duoc dit tén 1a Va
va Ky. Chac chan 1a cd hai con ché nay déu rat trung thanh véi cha. Khi cho
chét Cu dé tho thuong ti€c cho:

“Nghia diing cau: Va Chi Trung
Nhadn tri cau: Ky Chi Trung”.

Khi chd chét Cu khong nhimg can than dem chon ché vao mot nghia
trang riéng ma con dung cho ché mot tam bia dé ky niém cong dirc. Bai bia
ay nhu sau:

“Nguoi co dirc nhan, hoi kén vé phc?n tr,
Ké c6 dirc tri, hoi kém vé phd‘n nhan.
Viea tri vira nhan, thuc la it thd'y.

Ai ngo con Ky nay,

Lai dii hai dikc dy.

Chung nhau tho mot chu, thoi xem nhau la anh em,
chcfng bao gio nhu meo voi cho, thuc la nhan do.
Thdy khéng phdi chu, thoi xem bang ciru thi,
chang bao gio vi miéng ngon dan dy, thye la tri do.



Tri viea nhdn, nhan vuea tri, trong glong sirc ma nguoi e,

déu may méi thay
Sao may véi chét?
Hoi troi hoi troi!
Long ta dau don,

Phdi tac mdy loi.

Dau don qua, dau don qua!
Kia nhitng hang muong nguoi!

Vi ¢6 diing nén liéu chét phan ddu,
Vi co nghia nén trung thanh voi chu.
Néi thi dé, lam thuc kho,
Ngueoi con vy, hudng chi ché!
Oi!

Con Va, may du hai duc do,

Ha nhu ai kia,

Mat nguoi long thu,

Nghi thé ma dau!

Dung bia m¢é cho”™.

Cu Phan tan duong nhitng cai hay ctia chd, mia mai nhiing ké “mat nguoi
ma long thu”. Cu qua la mot nguoi yéu nudc nén madi cd nhiing hang chir
trén tam bia nhu vay.

Mot thi st khac cua dan toc ta la Nguyén Du cling tung ndi hung lam tho
thuong ti€c ch6. Ching ta hay nghe bai "DPi¢u khuyén" cia Nguyén Du:

“Tudn md bat ldo tit,
Liét nit vo thién chung.
Pham sinh phu ky khi,
Thién dia phi so dung.
Niém nhi thudc tho siic,
Dit nhdn mao cot dong.

Tham tién bat tri chi,
Van than han son trung.
Van thén vt than uyen

S6 thi vé toan céng”.

Néu chuyén ngit qua tho luc bat ta c6 bai... “tho cho” sau:

“Ngua hay hd chét gia sao,



Nhitng trang liét nit chét ndo giong ai.
Nguoi sinh ra o coi doi
Khdc thuwong khi phdch, dat troi khé tha.

Mi cung suc vat trong nha,

So thit xwong voi long da mot phuong.

Mi ham tién, chang chiu dirng,

Bo minh nui lanh ciing dieng tho than,
Mi tirng liéu linh tam than

Thay déu thdt bai bao lan ddy théil”

(Tam Minh dich)

Mot tac gid vo danh da viét truyén tho “Luc stc tranh cong”. Trong
truyén l1a cudc dau ly “hao hung” gitra sdu con vat than can ctia con nguoi la
trau, d€, lon, meo, ga, chd. Pé danh phan thang cho minh trau céng kich
cho:

“Chuwa rét da phé bang rét
Xo ro, dudi quyt vao tron
Vay bép nguoi, tro trén chdng con
Ba ong tao, lon dau, lon oc...”

Nhung ché d3 cdi lai dé tu dé cao minh. Cho ké 1é nhiing “coéng trang”
ma minh da dong gép cho chu nha:

‘...Dém nam canh con madt nhw chong
Dura dao tdc nép oai ciing dong
Ngay sdu khdc 16 tai bang trong

Pira gian tham thdy bong ciing kinh...”

Nhan dip Nam Tuat n6i chuyén thi si va cho, ngdm nghi cho ctng thi thay
cho ciing... oai 1am chir! Cho duoc céac thi si dua Vao lam dé tai trong tho!
Ché ciing con duoc dua vao 1am dé tai trong ca... "cu d6i" nita. O ving
thon qué nudc Viét Nam ta vao nhirng lic nam het, Tét dén nhiéu nha hay
dbt phao 1am cho dan cho khiép so cong dudi chay trén, khong dam quay vé
nira. Cu Tam Nguyén Yén Do thay chung quanh hang xo6m d6t phao lién hoi
dé ming Xuan lién trc canh ma ha bt viét:

“Chiing né dai vé cung, phdo né di ding thém mat ché!
Ong ddy khon bat tri, rwou say tuy luy lai nam meo”.



Oi! N6i chuyén thi si va ché thoi that 1a...ca ké dé ngdng. No6i hoai chang
hét. Xin tam ngung & day!



